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NFL SUPER KIDS-SUPER SHARING PROJECT TO BENEFIT CHILDREN IN GREATER INDIANAPOLIS
INDIANAPOLIS – Thousands of books, school supplies and pieces of sports equipment will be put into the hands of local children thanks to the efforts of students in the Greater Indianapolis area. 
Those students and their schools have teamed up with the National Football League, Indianapolis Colts, Indianapolis Super Bowl 2012 Host Committee and Martin University for a Super Bowl project called Super Kids-Super Sharing. This community based initiative harnesses the enthusiasm surrounding Super Bowl and gives students an opportunity to share with others. Schools in the greater Indianapolis area have embraced the project.
Students from 17 school districts have been gathering up gently used and new books, sports equipment and school supplies for the past few weeks. On January 19 they will deliver those items to Martin University where they will be sorted, then shared with pre-selected lower income schools and organizations that serve local children in need. Those organizations include the new Indianapolis Youth Education Town and the Colts Books for Youth program, which provides backpacks filled with books to Indianapolis foster children.
Students and school coordinators will be joined at the Super Kids collection event by Colts cheerleaders, Colts mascot Blue, and officials from the NFL and Super Bowl 2012 Host Committee. Dozens of volunteers will be on hand to help with the sorting and distribution of donated items. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Super Kids-Super Sharing has been implemented in the Super Bowl host community for the past 12 years and has placed tens of thousands of items into the hands of children in need. Joining in this year’s effort are schools from the following districts: Avon, Beech Grove, Brownsburg, Carmel Clay, Center Grove, Clark Pleasant, Franklin Community, Greenwood Community, Hamilton Southeastern, Indianapolis, Mooresville Consolidated, MSD of Decatur, MSD of Wayne, Nineveh-Hensley-Jackson United, Westfield-Washington and Zionsville, along with Archdiocese of Indianapolis schools and several private schools. 

Community partners including Indianapolis Power and Light Company and Aquafina have also stepped forward to help.
Super Kids-Super Sharing is part of the National Football League’s Environmental Program. It encourages children to “recycle” items they no longer need and pass them along to others who can benefit from them. The program also promotes NFL PLAY 60, the league's youth health and wellness campaign, by sharing sports equipment among children in the community.
The NFL Environmental Program plays an active role behind the scenes at Super Bowl. In addition to Super Kids-Super Sharing, the NFL Environmental Program ensures that tens of thousands of pounds of unserved prepared food from Super Bowl events are distributed to local shelters and community kitchens. The Environmental Program is also responsible for recycling cardboard and other materials from Super Bowl events and donating building, decorative and office materials to local non-profit agencies. Thousands of trees are being planted to minimize the environmental impact of Super Bowl related events and “green” energy will be used to power Lucas Oil Stadium and other Super Bowl venues. The NFL Environmental Program is just one of a large number of community events and initiatives developed each year by the NFL to leave a positive legacy in each Super Bowl host community.
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